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Eng 1000 J Spring 2017
Fundamentals of College Composition
Introduction and Policies
Professor Angela Vietto
3345 Coleman Hall
Text/cell: 217-549-3203* (9 am to 9 pm)
arvietto@eiu.edu*

Office hours: M 2-3; WF 2-3:30;
R 1-3:30; and by appointment
Graduate teaching apprentice:
Mr. Fabian Rempfer

Welcome. The goal of this course is to empower you as a writer-to help you build skills so you can
succeed and excel in writing tasks in the future, at school, at work, and in your life as a citizen and
community member.
Developing an empowered relationship with writing takes two things: your effort and some good
coaching.
In fact, writing is a lot like developing skills in sports or music or dance. With practice, everyone can
improve. If you haven't already had much practice, you might be p leasantly surprised to find that you have
some writing talents you didn't know about.
Textbooks from TRS
Wysocki and Lunch, Compose Design Advocate
Johnson, Incognegro
Morrison, A Mercy
Collins, The Hunger Games
Students with disabilities-If you

have a documented disability and wish to receive academic
accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.

Attendance & Participation-This

is a hands-on class. That means that your presence and effort are
essential to your success. Attendance and participation will contribute 10% of the final course grade (to be
finalized on the syllabus). Specific guidelines follow:
1. Any time you miss class, for any reason, you should contact Dr. Vietto by text or phone call at
217-549-3203 no later than noon the next calendar day (that includes Saturday, if you miss
class on a Friday).
2. If you don't contact me by noon the next day, I will contact you.
3. Once we have made a plan for you to make up what you missed, if you don't make the work
up on time, you will receive a 0.
4. Missing an individually scheduled meeting with Dr. Vietto will hurt your grade as much as
missing a regular class meeting, and you should make arrangements to make it up just as you
would a missed class.
Cell Phones-Turn off your cell phone and put it away inside a book bag or purse as soon as you come
into class. Leave it put away until class is over unless there's some reason we agree it would be useful
during class. Please exercise self-control; power struggles over this behavior are unproductive, to say the
least, and if I find myself spending much time trying to keep you on task on more than one occasion, I
may choose to ask you to leave instead so that the rest of the class can have my undivided attention.

2
To be more specific about our goals, here are the official learning objectives. In successfully completing
the class, students will:
•

Demonstrate entry-level college writing produced through an individualized and independent

•

Demonstrate effective expository and persuasive writing throughout the semester

•

Demonstrate analytic reading skills to understand and critically evaluate diverse reading materials

•

Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and help fellow students in tbe writing process through

process of prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading

workshops/peer review sessions that focus on developing the ideas, support, and details
•

Demonstrate the ability to employ strong evidence, examples, and supporting details

•

Compose well-developed paragraphs and sentences that are direct, economical, free of ambiguity,

•

Compose paragraphs that exemplify paragraph unity, demonstrate sentence variety, and

and structurally appropriate for the ideas expressed and the audience addressed
effectively use transitions

F, S. Graded (ABC/NC) (Does
A course in the improvement of the

Finally, here's the official course description from the catalog: (3-0-3)
not count toward graduation, but course grade does count in GPA.)

fimdamentals of entry-level college writing skills. Practice and instruction in the development of an
individualized process of analytical reading, prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading.
Required of students who do not meet the prerequisites for ENG lOOlG. WC
The Student Success Center-Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals
are encouraged to contact the Student Success Center (hrtp://www.eiu.edu/-success) for assistance with
time management, test taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to
support academic achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To
make an appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302.
Academic Integri!y-Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and
conduct as defined in EIU's Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php).
Violations will be reported to the Office of Student Standards.
The English Department Statement on Pl!!giarism-Any teacher who discovers an act of
plagiarism-"The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of anotber author,
and representation of them as one's own original work" (Random House Dictionary of the English
Language)-has the right and responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up
to and including immediate assignments of a grade of

F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the

course, and to report the incident to tbe Office of Student Standards. Respect for the work of others
should encompass all formats, including print, electronic, and oral sources.
The Electronic Writing Portfolio-Any written project of 750 words or longer (excluding fiction
or poetry) written for this class would be suitable for submission to the EWP. Submissions must b e made
by the last day of finals week at the end of the semester. Earlier deadlines applyfar graduating seniors.
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Final Grading Scale

Grading and Major Assignments*

Participation
Homework &journaling
Essay 1 (3-4 pages)
Essay 2 (3-4 pages)
Essay 3 (5-6 pages)
Essay 4 (3-source essay, 3-4 pages)
Essay 5 (multi-source research essay, 6-7 pages)
Final reflection

10%
15%
10%
10%
15%
15%
15%
10%

A
B
c
D

F

90-100%
80-89.99%
70-79.99%
60-69.99%
59.99% and below

High-quality participation means showing up on time, giving 100% of your attention for 50 minutes to
the work we are doing together, treating your classmates with respect as well as your instructors,
contributing to our discussions, and completing all activities during a class session. Starting with the
second week of the course, I will assign a participation grade for each day of scheduled class. This includes
one-on-one conferences.

Essays must be the result of a process of planning, drafting, revising, and editing. I will not accept a final
essay for which at least one earlier draft has not been submitted or which is identical to its first draft.

For Essay 1, I will give a fairly directed topic. The topics for Essays 2-5 will grow out of the reading and
journaling we do. I will give you feedback on your journals to help you identify topics that could work
well for essays.

There is no final exam for English 1000. The final reflection will ask you to re-read your five essays and
reflect on the progress you have made as well as set goals for your learning in English 1001.
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Overview
Specific homework assignments will be announced in class and on D2L.

MJan 9-13

Introductions

MJan 16

Martin Luther King Day-no class

WJan 18

Syllabus and overview of the writing process

FJan2 0

Topic for Essay 1 due.

MJan23

Brainstorming activity for Essay 1 due.

WJan25

User testing for Essay 1 .

FJan27

First draft of Essay 1 due.

MJan 30

Revise Essay 1 in class.

WFeb 1

One-on-one conferences on Essay 1 .

FFeb3

Final version ofEssay 1 due.

MFeb6

Topic for Essay 2 due. Brainstorming activities.

WFeb8

Partial draft due for Essay 2 .

FFeb 1 0

Complete draft of Essay 2 due.

MFeb 13

Revise Essay2 in class.

WFeb 15

One-on-one conferences on Essay 2.

FFeb 1 7

Lincoln's Birthday-no classes

MFeb20

Final version ofEssay 2 d ue and topic for Essay3 due. Brainstorming activities.

WFeb22

Partial draft due for Essay 3.

F Feb2 4

Complete draft o f Essay 3 due.

MFeb27

Revise Essay 3 in class.

WMarl

One-on-one conferences on Essay3.

FMar3

Final version ofEssay 3 due. Topic for Essay 4 due.

MMar6

Partial draft of Essay 4 due.
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WMar8

Complete draft of Essay 4 due.

FMarlO

Optional one-on-one conferences.

Mar 13-1 7

Spring Break

MMar20

Hnat version efEssay 4 due.

Reading circles for Incognegro, A Mercy, or Hunger

&journaling
WMar22

Reading circles & journaling

FMar2 4

Reading circles & journaling

MMar27

Reading circles & journaling

WMar29

Reading circles & journaling

FMar31

Reading circles & journaling

MApr3

Topic for Essay 5 due; researcl1

WApr5

Research & related activities

FApr7

Research & related activities

MApr 10

Rough draft of Essay 5 due

WApr 12

English Student Conference - instead of class, attend a conference session

FApr 1 4

Revised, complete draft of Essay5 due

MApr 1 7

Essay 5 revised for focus and paragraphs

WApr 1 9

Edited Essay 5 due

FApr21

One-on-one conferences on research essay

MApr24

Final version efEssay 5 due

WApr26
FApr28

Work on final portfolio and reflection.
Final portfolio and reflection due; course evaluation.
No final exam

Games

